
A few months ago, my car broke down in our parking. I drove to 

Sunday evening minyan and it wouldn’t start when I was ready to 

drive home. Being Sunday in the bible belt, there was no place to 

tow it too. It was beginning to get dark, and my wife was busy trying 

to get our daughter to go to sleep. So, as it drizzled, I put the hood 

of my raincoat on and figured I’d walk home. I’m used to walking - I 

never mind walking, regularly walking from my house to the Center 

and back Shabbat after Shabbat, holiday after holiday. I am one of 

dozens, if not more, who regularly walk throughout the 

neighborhood on Shabbat and holidays to the Center and Etz Chaim 

Synagogue. I am admittedly lazy though so even when the weather 

is beautiful, I drive the five minute drive to work. With my car not 

starting, it was a rare occurrence that I would walk home when it 

wasn’t Shabbat. So with my iPod on, I stopped at the Hess station 

for an appropriate and well-deserved snack to soothe my annoyance 

that my battery was dead and I was walking home in the rain: a Diet 

Dr. Pepper and Peanut M & M’s. I walked home quietly, annoyed at 

the rain, annoyed at my car, but safe. In fact, I’ve never walked in 
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our neighborhood and felt unsafe. I’ve never walked and feared my 

life, I’ve never walked and felt like I was scaring others. 

Last week I realized how different my life is – how different so many 

of our lives are than others. Facebook, Twitter, not to mention CNN, 

MSNBC, and Fox News and the Florida Times-Union were consumed 

by Saturday night’s announcement that George Zimmerman was 

found not guilty of second degree murder and acquitted of all 

charges after admitting last year that he shot and killed teenager 

Trayvon Martin in what he claimed was self-defense. I don’t need to 

repeat the details. We know that Martin was armed only with a 

hoodie, skittles, and an iced tea. I can’t repeat the details. I cannot 

bring myself to repeating the story again without being overcome 

with disappointment and sadness. I walk in my own neighborhood 

and feel safe. He walked in his neighborhood and died. I am not 

Trayvon Martin. I am white. I am Jewish. I am a part of the middle 

class. And as a result, I am privileged. I am not Trayvon Martin. But I 

am a holy vessel and he is a holy vessel. I was made in God’s image 
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and he was made in God’s image. But in the world that I live in, I 

walk in my neighborhood with a Dr. Pepper and M and M’s safe. He 

walked in his family’s neighborhood with an iced tea and skittles 

and is dead.

Frankly, this isn’t even about the verdict for I respect our legal 

system. It’s not about the verdict. Rather, this is about our values. 

This is about justice. This is about how fragile life is. This is about 

the world that we live in and if this is the world we want to leave to 

our children. Last Shabbat was Shabbat Chazon, the Shabbat of 

Vision, immediately before Tisha B’Av. Named after the first word of 

the Haftarah, the text offers Isaiah’s prophecy of the destruction 

that will come as a result of the injustice that has consumed us. 

Isaiah, speaking for God, declares that God is tired of worship. God 

is tired of endless sacrifice for such sacrifice is meaningless when 

such travesty is happening around us. He says: “Learn to do well. 

Demand justice, relieve the oppressed, defend the fatherless, plead 
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for the widow. How is it possible that this city full of justice, where 

righteousness dwelt, now murderers dwell?” This is a question that 

is left unanswered because Isaiah knew that the people already 

knew the answer. The answer is us. We are the reason that injustice 

occurs. We are the reason that such loss of innocent life happens. 

Isaiah explains that worship is meaningless if we do not change our 

ways. 

Shabbat Chazon comes before Tisha B’Av because Isaiah asks us to 

clarify what our vision is for the future, what our vision is for this 

world. Through Tisha B’Av, through mourning and fasting and 

wailing, we clarify what our vision is. So what is your vision for this 

world? For this community? For our children? Following Tisha B’Av, 

we come into this Shabbat, Shabbat Nachamu, the Shabbat of 

Comfort. This Shabbat, immediately after Tisha B’Av, is again named 

for the first words of the Haftarah that we read this morning. 

Nachamu Nachamu Ami. Comfort, oh Comfort, my people. And 

through the frustration, through the questions of Eicha, of How, 

How is this possible? How can this be? How do we move on and 

heal?, we search for comfort together. 
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Governor Rick Scott declared that tomorrow should be a Statewide 

Day of Prayer for Unity in Florida. He understands that many are on 

edge. Some in our state are happy with this decision. Some in our 

state are angry at the decision. All of us are searching for comfort. 

The hope of this day of prayer is to bring a sense of peace and calm. 

I fully support a day of prayer. I pray every day. I pray for guidance, I 

pray for understanding, I pray for peace. Prayers though without 

action are meaningless. Let us come together in prayer, but let us 

also act. 

We act so that we don’t have to wait for the next tragedy, the next 

moment where we are left to say eicha, how? We act so that the 

prophetic voice of our time, the Isaiah of our day does not scold us 

for ignoring the injustice. And we act because that is what God 

wishes for us. 

Later in Devarim, we are commanded Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof, Justice 

you Shall pursue. We pursue justice, we act, we search for it. God 

does not solely command us to observe the law. If that was all we 
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were supposed to do then it would be simple. However, we are 

commanded to pursue justice, suggesting that when the law is 

unjust, we must fight for laws to change. We must speak up so that 

laws protect all of us. The law of the land does not equal justice. 

There are examples throughout history that suggest that just 

because something is law, that does not mean it is right. It is our 

job to make law and justice synonymous. Our responsibility is to 

continue to pursue justice, for Human Dignity and Human Life is at 

stake.

In Parashat Veetchanan, Moses reminds us of the covenant made 

with God. He adds in Deuteronomy chapter 5 verse 3: lo et avoteinu 

karat Adonai et Habrit hazot ki itanu anachu eleh poh hayom kulanu 

chayim. Panim b’panim diber Adonai imachem bahar mitoch ha’aish. 

Moses reminds us that God did not make this covenant with our 

ancestors, but with us every one of us who are here today. As the 

Lord spoke to us face to face. God spoke to us face to face and 

wanted to clarify that Torah is relevant in our lives. This reaffirms 

that Torah is not dormant. Religion is not meant to be an analysis of 

what we were supposed to do thousands of years ago. Religion is 
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not archaic. Judaism is meant to guide us in this world. Judaism is 

meant to help us find relevancy in this world, and help us make this 

world better.  

Rabbi Avraham of Slonim, the Hasidic Slonimer rebbe of the 19th 

century, taught that the purpose of Torah is faith, repentance, good 

virtues, and good deeds. The purpose of Torah, is to make this 

world a better place, it is to live a world of virtues and deeds. It is to 

honor God through honoring each other. Our covenant with God 

continues to be renewed as we strive for peace. We continue to see 

God face to face as long as we begin to see each individual as 

divine, as one of God’s creations, made in God’s image. That 

happens when we finally stop seeing race, or religion, or ethnicity. 

That happens when we stop seeing each other as different. That 

happens when a child walking in his neighborhood no longer fears 

for his own life and is simply seen as a kid. That happens when we 

work together, on this Shabbat Nachamu, this Sabbath of Comfort, 

and comfort each other, to create a new Chazon, a new vision, for a 
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better and brighter future. If God made this covenant with us in our 

lives, then we ensure that Torah is an Etz Chaim Hee, a Tree of Life, 

by making Torah relevant in our lives. The relevancy of Torah is 

more than just observing Shabbat and kashrut. The relevance of 

Torah is about bringing dignity and justice to all of God’s creations. 

That is what it means to see God face-to-face, in this world, in our 

lives. 

When we mourned on Tisha B’Av, we mourned the destruction of the 

Temple, but we also mourned the end of a worship structure that 

centered around a priestly class. Judaism went from a priestly 

structure to a rabbinic society, and went from focusing on the pious 

to focusing on the intellectual. We also transitioned from a 

movement focus on action to a movement focused on thought. Let 

us return to action, an action that is emphasized by the original 

high priest, Aaron.
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 For just as the Torah commands us to pursue justice, Pirkei Avot, 

the Ethics of our Sages, commands us to be like Aaron: Ohev 

Shalom v’Rodef Shalom, love peace and pursue peace. We pursue 

peace by pursuing justice by making the values that we stand for 

the reality of the world we live in. Rabbi Isadore Twersky, of blessed 

memory, the Orthodox rabbi, internationally recognized as an 

authority on rabbinic literature, who taught at Harvard University, 

taught that a Jew’s true faith in God is not solely about observance 

of Jewish law. He said that a Jew cannot claim to be intoxicated with 

God, cannot truly believe in God’s presence in this world, without 

having a passion for social justice in this world. Let us show our 

faith in God, our belief that God’s presence resides here among us, 

by striving to bring justice into this world, by pursuing justice, by 

making justice a reality. Then, and only then, we won’t be talking 

about a vision for a future, we will find comfort in the fact that our 

vision, realizing and recognizing the human dignity of all, is a 

reality.
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When will this justice come? When will the subconscious racism that 

still exists in this supposed “post-racial society” end? When will we 

be able to see the face of each individual, each precious life, and 

realize that we are seeing God face-to-face? May we act so that this 

time comes speedily in our day. Amen. 
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