
I mentioned last week that I recently moved to a new home. The most annoying 
part of moving isn’t arranging for the furniture to be moved. It isn’t about 
packing up the boxes. It is about setting up the cable. And this isn’t because I 
watch a lot of television. It seems that even those who barely watch television 
have to jump through hoops to get cable installed.  You see, at our prior 
address, we had ATT U-Verse. We were very content with their service, yet when 
we moved from our house right off of Scott Mill Road to our house right off of 
Haley Lane, the equivalent of a five block walk, we were informed that ATT 
television service was not available at our new house. So we tried Direct TV and 
after hours on the phone and then hours waiting for the technician to show up, 
to then inform me that due to the height of trees in our front yard the dish 
cannot get a clear signal to their dish in the sky. Then I waited for two hours for 
Comcast and they told me that the house which was already wired for Comcast 
was no longer up to protocol and they would have to come back a week later 
and spend the entire day rewiring and reinstalling. Finally, Dish Network was 
able to install service after spending an entire afternoon, roughly from 12 noon 
until 7:30 PM at our house. Yes, I need my television hooked up to watch 
baseball and so I don’t miss an episode of the Daily Show. However, the real 
reason is the news. Yes, I get up-to-date news items in 140 characters or less 
on Twitter, but I begin my day watching the news and I end my day watching 
the news. This week was certainly a newsworthy week, a week when I wanted to 
make sure I had my television set up so not to miss it. 

While there were disturbing news stories this week, both locally and nationally, 
there was also historic news. On Wednesday, the Supreme Court of the United 
States, on a vote of 5 in favor and 4 against, to strike down the Defense of 
Marriage Act. This act, enacted seventeen years ago, had barred same-sex 
couples from being recognizes as spouses for purposes of federal law and for 
purposes of receiving federal marriage benefits. Seventeen years ago there was 
not a single state that legally permitted gay marriage. Ten years ago, 
Massachusetts became the first state to support marriage equality and legalize 
gay marriage.  Until this week, for the past ten years, those who were married 
legally in a state was not recognized as legally married in this country, and thus 
were prevented from receiving such benefits as jointly filing taxes, having your 
spouse to sponsor a green card, and inheritance rights. Since Massachusetts 
changed their laws to support Marriage equality ten years ago,  California, 
Connecticut, Iowa, Vermont, New Hampshire, New York, Maine, Maryland, 
Washington, Rhode Island, Delaware and Minnesota and the District of 
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Columbia have also legalized gay marriage. Over thirty percent of the 
population live in a part of the country that supports marriage equality. Sadly, 
our state of Florida is not a part of this list. God willing, it will be soon. 

Marriage Equality and equal rights regardless of sexual orientation is the 
greatest fight for civil rights of this generation. Every religion and movement 
offered their response to the Supreme Court’s decision. While the Conservative 
Movement’s Rabbinical Assembly applauded the decision, the Orthodox Union 
said their understanding of Jewish law disagreed with the Supreme Court, but 
most importantly, they believed in the separation of Church and State. The 
National Council of Young Israel association of Orthodox congregations spoke 
of disappointment and sin. Baptist Minister and former Presidential Candidate 
Mike Huckabee claimed that when Jesus (his idea of a Messiah) heard of the 
Supreme Court’s decision, he wept. 

As I have before – I can tell you about love, I can tell you about justice, I can tell 
you about our tradition’s belief that all are made in God’s divine image, within 
each of us God’s spark resides, and thus all are equal. But I don’t think I have 
to. Instead, I share with you the message of our Torah, of our scriptural core, of 
God’s divine word.

In this week’s Torah portion we just read, Parashat Pinchas, we read of the 
heroic story of B’not Tzelophechad. The Torah taught that when a father died, 
his entire estate would go to the eldest son. The five daughters of 
Tzelophechad, sisters Machlah, Noa, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirtzah, stood before 
Moses, Eleazar the Priest, the Chieftains, and the whole assembly.  They had no 
brothers. They did not want to lose what was rightfully theirs. They stood up for 
equality. They said (Numbers 27:4) Lama yigara shem avinu mitoch mishpachto 
ki ain lo bein tena lanu achuzah betoch achei avinu. Don’t let our father’s name 
be lost because he had no son. Give us a holding among our kinsmen.

These women pleaded their case for justice and in doing so, in this first step 
toward egalitarianism and equality in our Torah, they helped to change biblical 
society. They are no different than Edie Windsor, the Plaintiff in the Supreme 
Court’s case. Ms. Windsor married her partner of forty years Thea Spyer in 2007 
in Toronto. Residing in New York, when Edie Windsor’s wife died, she filed a 
lawsuit against the federal government much of issues with inheritance. Edie 
Windsor had to pay more taxes and had challenges with inheritance because 
she was gay – challenges that heterosexuals did not deal with. Much like the 
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daughters of Tzelophechad who dealt with inheritance issues that were never 
issues that men faced, Edie Windsor was the face of a landmark case that 
brought this country one step closer to justice and equality. 

Love is love. And we celebrate love at the Jacksonville Jewish Center. We 
celebrate the sacred nature of love between two individuals, gay or straight, 
committed to building a Jewish home together. And justice is justice. We fight 
for, pursue justice for all. Major metropolitan areas are celebrating Pride 
Weekend this weekend, the last weekend in June serving as an opportunity to 
celebrate LGBT inclusion. Jacksonville’s River City Pride week takes place in the 
middle of October. As an institution that embraces love and justice and stands 
for equality, I hope that, I believe that, we – the Jacksonville Jewish Center –swill 
have a presence in this year’s celebration.

Our involvement is a statement. It is not only a statement about our belief in 
each individual being BTzelem Elohim, made in God’s image. Rather, it is a 
statement that we must continue to fight for justice. We celebrate what the 
landmark Supreme Court decision says about human dignity. Yet, we forget that 
Florida is one of 37 states that still does not support marriage equality, that 
does not support equality. We as individuals, we as an institution, are 
responsible to stand up for justice, to use Edie Windsor as a face of the fight 
towards equality. I look forward to the opportunity to continue to celebrate love 
o14283n our bima, officiating at weddings of gay and lesbian couples, and I 
look forward to the day when those marriages will not only be recognized and 
celebrated in our community and institution, but in our state as well. 

So I am glad that after hours of what seemed like wasted time, I was able to 
watch the news and celebrate progress, celebrate equality, celebrate civil rights, 
celebrate love, and celebrate the divine spark of each individual. We have a long 
way to go. It is up to us to continue to make more newsworthy moments. 
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