
The old joke goes:

A man is rescued after many years on a desert island. As he stands on the deck of the 
rescuing vessel, the captain says to him, "I thought you were stranded alone. How come I 
can see three huts on the beach?" "Well," replies the castaway, "that one there is my house 
and  that one there is my shul." "And the third one?" asks the skipper. "Oh, that's the shul I 
DON'T go to."

It seems like there has been disagreement in the Jewish community forever. This is 
nothing new. When you look throughout rabbinic, and specifically Talmudic, literature, 
you learn of the disagreements between the House of Rabbi Hillel and the House of 
Rabbi Shammai. They disagreed on nearly everything, and yet the halakha almost 
always concludes that we side with Beit Hillel, with Rabbi Hillel’s opinion. Yet we 
acknowledge the other, we acknowledge the difference in opinion. They were chevruta, 
study partners, and good friends. As chevruta you are supposed to disagree, 
metaphorically push the other, but most importantly, they respected the opinion of 
that other. 

In fact, in Mes. Eruvin 13b, we have the famous phrase following a disagreement 
between the two schools of thought: elu v’elu divrei elohim chayim hen, these and 
these are God’s words, meaning  that both the opinions of Beit Hillel and the opinion 
of Beit Shammai are the words of the living God. The teaching concludes that v’halakha 
k’beit hillel, the law sides with Rabbi Hillel’s opinion. Still, the Talmud purposely does 
not cast off or disregard the alternative view point of Shammai. It acknowledges it, 
even praises it as God’s way, even if it does not agree with it. 

I am a part of a special fellowship, the Schusterman Rabbinic Fellowship, a group of 
eight rabbis, four Conservative and four Reform. The goal of this fellowship is to work 
together, regardless of ideological or theological difference, for the sake of the future 
of the American Jewish community. What made this group unique was our willingness 
to come together, to work together, even in areas of disagreement. While others 
may’ve felt uncomfortable, we remained together, we davened together, learned 
together. When we disagreed, we did so respectfully, and learned and grew as a result. 
You’d think this wasn’t such a big deal, but it in fact was. The Schusterman Foundation 
brought together this initial interdenominational group of rabbis. In groups past, the 
facilitators noted, some rabbis wouldn’t acknowledge the other, some refused to 
address the other, none would daven with colleagues from the other movement. I 
recognize that no Orthodox colleagues were present. They were invited, but they 
weren’t willing to sit down at the table with us, they weren’t willing to come together.  
Disagreements aren’t a bad thing. In Judaism they are encouraged. The joke that twos 
Jews equals three opinions confirms that. But such a disagreement is a makhloket 
lashem shamayim, a dispute for the sake of heaven. The intentions of such a dispute 
are for the sake of praising God and honoring God. 
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There is nothing wrong with disagreeing with another. The problem is when that 
disagreement of opinions leads to hate of the other. This Shabbat, the Shabbat 
immediately prior to Tisha B’Av, we call Shabbat Chazon, the Shabbat of Vision. While 
its name comes from the first word of this morning’s haftarah reading, its meaning has 
great significance. This haftarah, the initial prophecy of Isaiah, warns of the events that 
we mourn on Monday evening and Tuesday. Isaiah warns of the desecration of the 
Temple, the destruction of the city of Jerusalem. 

Chanted to the haunting melody that we use to chant Eicha, the book of Lamentations, 
we are able to see into the future. We are able to see the consequence of our actions. 

If you were able to see into the future, would you want to know what happened? Would 
you want to know the consequence of your actions? The prophet Isaiah allows us to 
take a peak: 

אֵיכָה הָֽיְתָה לְזוֹנָה קִרְיָה נֶאֱמָנָה מְלֵֽאֲתִי מִשְׁפָּט צֶדֶק יָלִין בָּהּ וְעַתָּה מְרַצְּחִֽים
eicha hayta l’zona kirya ne’e’mana m’la’ati mishpat tzedek yalin bah, v’atah 
m’ratzchim. 

Alas, she has become a harlot. This faithful city, that was filled with justice, where 
righteousness dwelt, but now murderers. 

Isaiah warns us that our actions will be the cause of our own destruction. In a couple of 
days, on Tisha B’Av we mourn that destruction, the destruction of the Temple. Mes. 
Yoma 9b lists "Sinat Chinam - Baseless Hatred" as the reason for the destruction of the 
Second Temple. We brought it down ourselves -- because of our hate, our distaste for 
the other, not just Jews hating other Jews, but human beings hating other human 
beings simply because of race, religion, or ethnicity, one hating another because of his 
likes or dislikes.

Hate is a word used too much in our society. When children get mad at someone, they 
say “I hate you”. We too are guilty of this, I hate that idea or that activity or that sports 
team. We may not truly mean that we “hate” someone or something, but this is what 
our children hear. 

Rashi teaches that "Sinat Chinam - Gratuitous Hatred" is hatred directed towards 
individuals who have not committed any action for which it would be justifiable to hate 
them. Sinat Chinam is Jews not talking to other Jews, putting down the opinion or 
belief of another Jew. Not just disagreeing with the other, but not even validating the 
other as Jews.  We are all guilty. We put down the beliefs of another, trying to 
delegitimize the Judaism that another believes in or practices. And as a people, this 
has been our greatness downfall. This is what we acknowledge, this is what we mourn. 

Yet we have hope for the future:

We conclude Birkot HaShachar, our morning blessings, each morning with the words : 
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May it be your will, Adonai our God and God of our ancestors, that the Temple be 
restored in our day, and grant us a portion among those devoted to Your Torah. May 
we worship You there, in splendor and in awe, as in ancient days.

 Similarly, in the weekday Amidah, we offer the following blessing:

 Have Mercy and return to Jerusalem, Your city. May Your presence dwell there as You 
have promised. Build it now, in our day and for all time. Reestablish there the majesty 
of David, Your servant. Praised are You Adonai, who builds Jerusalem. 

Now we are certainly not praying to God to return to sacrificial worship, yet we pray to 
rebuild the Temple. And it seems odd to continue to pray for Jerusalem to be built 
when Jerusalem has in fact been rebuilt, when Jerusalem is the center of the modern 
Jewish state of Israel. But we pray for Yerushalayim l’malah, for the symbolic Jerusalem, 
the spiritual Jerusalem, the concept of Jerusalem. We pray for what the Temple 
represented. 

Regardless of belief, regardless of observance, the Temple was the place for the Jewish 
people to congregant. Even those who lived far would travel great lengths for the 
shalosh regalim, the three pilgrimage festivals of Sukkot, Pesach, and Shavuot. People 
came together because the Beit HaMikdash was the House of Worship, the House of 
Assembly, the House of Study. That too was the JJC – the Jerusalem Jewish Center  A 
place for the entire Jewish community to come and live Judaism!

The Temple and the city of Jerusalem truly represented the Jewish people as Am Echad 
Im Lev Echad, one nation with one heart. Not that there wasn’t room for disagreement. 
But still there was a place for all of us under one roof, regardless of belief or practice. 

Our Torah is meant to be a Etz Chayim Hee, a living document, not a historical work. 
When we read this Haftarah, it was not “Isaiah said this, to warn the Jewish people of 
the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem.” This vision is current; it remains a vision 
of our future. The prophet Isaiah reminds us what will come of our continued sinat 
chinam, of what will happen if we cannot sit down at the same table with each other, if 
we cannot acknowledge the other, or appreciate the other. We end up destroying 
ourselves as a result. Continued hatred of ourselves will lead to an end of the Jewish 
people. There will just be thousands of different groups claiming authenticity, and 
trying to disprove the validity of the other. 

We are taught: kol yisrael aravim zeh b’zeh, that all of Israel looks out for one another. 
I have a different chazon, a vision different than that of Isaiah. I have a vision of a 
Jewish community that looks out for one another, that acknowledges and appreciates 
the other. I have a vision of a community that teaches one another, and learns from 
one another. I have a vision of a Jewish community to celebrates together and mourns 
together.  I have a vision of a Jewish community that disagrees with each other, and 
does so respectfully, with a smile, with our arms around our brothers and sisters when 
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we do so. That is my vision for the future of the Jewish community. We can make that 
vision a reality through our actions or sinat chinam, senseless hatred, will continue to 
be our demise. Which vision will you choose?
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