
As much as I enjoy spending my days in this building 

and a part of this special and sacred community, after a 

long day at the Center I look forward to going home. I race 

home to make it in time for bathtime and bedtime stories. 

Bathtime and storytime are sacred times, our evening ritual 

– spending time with our 11th month old daughter Cayla, 

before singing the Shema and putting her to sleep. This is a 

part of the routine that I enjoy most. This time though is 

not just reserved for me - this is not just my sacred time 

with my daughter. Just last week, my mother and father, 

Cayla’s Savta and Sabba, gave her a bath, and my mother-

in-law, Cayla’s Nana, read her a  story. The most amazing 

part of all this is that they did so while in New Jersey and 

Boston, respectively. Cayla was sitting in front of my 

MacBook as her Nana read her a bedtime story, routinely 

touching the screen, trying desperately to turn the page of 

a book in her nana’s hands some 1100 miles away. And 

while she sat in the bathtub, I pulled out my iPhone and 
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within seconds she was bathing with her grandparents, 

convinced that they must live in a sleek little black box in 

my breast pocket. 

How amazing is the world that we live in that such 

things are possible. How amazing is the world that our 

children are growing up in that this is just the beginning of 

life. I cannot even fathom what this world will look like 

when Cayla grows up - full of possibilities, full of 

opportunities to change it for the better. 

I look at her with amazement and amusement. How 

quickly her tears turn to smiles, how quickly her whines 

become giggles. How content she is in this world. In the 

world that she experiences and witnesses. How does she 

experience this world? Without the challenges, trials, 

tribulations and thus, it is full of possibilities. 

I was taken aback on Wednesday evening when I heard 

of the passing of Steve Jobs at the age of 56 after a long 
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battle with pancreatic cancer. Mr. Jobs was a true visionary. 

Apple got its start from humble beginnings in a silicon 

valley garage, but transformed the way we live our lives. 

Jobs transformed the personal computer. He went on to 

transform the devices we use for listening to music and for 

making phone calls, so much so that the iPhone is used 

more for surfing the internet, listening to music, playing 

games, scheduling meetings, making restaurant 

reservations, checking movie times, and watching live 

baseball games, than it is actually used for telephone 

conversations. His vision is the reason that my daughter 

experiences bathtime and storytime with her grandparents 

over a thousand miles away. I imagine that history books 

generations from now will have his name next to Thomas 

Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, and the like for his role in 

technological advancements, for his role as a change agent, 

as one of the greatest minds of our generation. Apple is no 

longer only reserved for Rosh Hashanah, or a gift for 
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teachers. Apple is now synonymous with inspiration, 

innovation, evolution, and possibilities. 

Yom Kippur is about reflection. We reflect on the year 

that has passed, on those things that we did that we regret, 

and on those things we should’ve done, but chose not to. 

The power of this service, the beginning of Yom Kippur, is 

that we do not call it Erev Yom Kippur – Yom Kippur 

Evening. We refer to it simply as Kol Nidre, the initial words 

of our opening piyyut. What do we say when we chant the 

words of Kol Nidre: Kol Nidre, v’esarey, v’charamey, all 

vows, and renunciations, and oaths that we have made shall 

be retracted. We say these words because it acknowledges 

that which we regrettably have not accomplished this past 

year. However, this is not a piyyut, a liturgical poem, about 

reflection. This is not asking for forgiveness regarding the 

broken promises of the year that has past. While the liturgy 

in the Sephardic community may reflect those sentiments, 

we instead say mi’yom kippurim zeh ad yom kippurim 
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habah, from this Yom Kippur until next Yom Kippur. We 

begin our day of atonement, our day of reflection, by 

looking to the year ahead and attempting to apologize in 

advance for all the mistakes we will make, for all 

relationships we will fracture, for all the promises to God, 

to others, and to ourselves that will go ignored. This is not 

the way to live our lives. Expecting, anticipating, waiting to 

do wrong! Convincing ourselves, convincing others, 

convincing God that we are going to botch our life’s path.

We make mistakes in life. We take chances in life. 

Maybe if we never took any chances then we would never 

make any mistakes, but then we would not be living life, we 

would be wasting our days. For this world was here long 

before we got here and will be around long after we leave. 

Lest we think that we do not matter though, we do – lest we 

think how we live our lives in this world does not matter, it 

does. 
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 A well-known aggadah of our tradition teaches that 

everyone should have two pockets, each containing a slip of 

paper. On one should be written: I am but dust and ashes, 

and on the other: The world was created for me. From time 

to time we must reach into one pocket, or the other. The 

secret of living comes from knowing when to reach into 

each. Tonight, while we stand before the Great Judge on 

High atoning, asking for forgiveness, praying to be sealed 

in the book of Life for the year ahead, we do not pull out 

the piece of paper saying I am nothing, I am just a spec in 

the miraculous world you have created, wandering 

aimlessly, wasting my days. We do not pull out the slip of 

paper that says, I am but dust and ashes. Rather, this 

evening, tomorrow morning, tomorrow afternoon, 

tomorrow night during Neilah – as the gates of Heaven 

slowly close – we pull out the slip of paper that says: This 

world was created for me. For ME! For my sake! Now, what 

do we do with this world, in this world, created for each of 
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us? We make mistakes, we take chances, we succeed, we 

fail, but more importantly we TRY! We do! We make a 

difference. If this world was truly created for each of us, 

then we each have the opportunity to be an agent for 

change; we each have a responsibility to be an agent for 

change. 

 While we celebrate the beginning of a new year, we 

also are slowly coming to an end. As we read the last 

parasha of our Torah, V’zot HaBracha, we will soon roll the 

Torah back to the beginning and start anew. In V’zot 

HaBracha we have the death of Moses – the end of his life, 

the end of his tenure as leader of the Israelites. He dies 

atop Har Nevo, Mount Nebo, overlooking the Promised Land 

of his people that he himself never gets to enter. To some, 

this would seem like a punishment, but it is in fact quite 

the reward. He gets a glimpse of the future.  If we too could 

see into the future – we wouldn’t make any mistakes, we 

would know exactly what would happen. Yet, we then 
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wouldn’t take any chances. We wouldn’t strive to change 

the world or change ourselves. 

Moses truly was an agent of change. He gave up his life 

in Pharaoh’s palace to stop the brutal treatment of the 

Hebrew slaves. The well-known narrative of the Torah says 

that Moses looked this way and that way and then he slayed 

the taskmaster. Most assume that he looked both ways 

because he knew he was doing something wrong and didn’t 

want to get caught. I would suggest that he looked all 

around because he was surrounded by taskmasters and 

Israelites, surrounded by those who were witnessing this, 

content with this injustice, content with the way they lived 

their lives, unwilling to step up and make a change. For 

Pirkei Avot teaches us: b’makom sh’ein anashim hishtadel 

lehiot ish, when you are in a place where there are no 

worthy persons, strive to be a worthy person. In other 

words, step up! Make a change! 
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 The future is dependent on our actions, on our role in 

this world.  We make those changes. It is not for someone 

else to tell us we cannot do something because we aren’t 

smart enough or athletic enough or pretty enough or 

because we don’t have enough money. Of course we cannot 

be the ones to share these sentiments with others. It is up 

to us to try - up to us to break down barriers, to make sure 

that no one and no thing stands in our way. It is up to us to 

be creative, to think outside the box; and it is up to us to 

encourage others to try as well. It is up to us to be the voice 

of the silent. When we see people being mistreated and 

harassed, or persecuted because of gender, religious belief, 

race or sexual orientation, it is up to us to act, up to us to 

change. Rabbi Marshall Meyers said twenty years ago words 

that ring true everyday: 

! "I have no right to be silent in the face of injustice! I 

 cannot dare to hide in my garden when people scream 
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 in pain!" As a light unto the nations, the Jewish people 

are never meant to be silent or complacent.

 Our role is not to sit and complain either. I know this is 

a favorite pastime of the Jewish community. Yet rarely does 

this complaining lead to action. It is easy to complain about 

what another is doing and wait for someone else to fix it. It 

is much more challenging - yet much more essential and 

rewarding - to be that change, to step up and make that 

difference. If this world was created for us, then our role is 

to make it for us, to make it each of our worlds. Whether in 

our schools, our congregation, our community, our city, our 

country, or the other side of the world. Be the change. Make 

life - all of our lives better. Be the light that ignites the 

darkness of this world, the darkness in our lives.

 When we wake up in the morning, do we think: Am I 

making a difference? Will this world be better when I leave it 

than it was when I entered? Is what we are doing, our 

professions, our interests, our conversations, our actions, 
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how we spend our time, are they worthwhile? As we try to 

make this world better, we must take a chance. We make 

changes. And we fail sometimes. But we are better because 

of it. Although it is difficult to appreciate such experiences 

in the midst of failure, we grow and improve - we are better 

versions of ourselves - because of past mistakes.

 The innovations of Steve Jobs are not about vanity. The 

first graders at MJGDS spent time yesterday on their iPads, 

learning how to write their names in Hebrew. These 

technological advancements allow us to reach out to a 

variety of learners and teach using many pedagogical 

methods. Selfishly, they also allow Cayla’s grandparents to 

say goodnight to her from 1000 miles away. These 

innovations have made the world better.

 Thomas Edison famously said: "If I find 10,000 ways 

something won't work, I haven't failed. I am not 

discouraged, because every wrong attempt discarded is 

another step forward". Every wrong attempt is another step 
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forward. That is true in our lives as well. Every bump in the 

road -- every time we try and fail -- is another step 

forward on our way to changing this world, to changing our 

lives. 

 Mr. Jobs delivered the commencement address six 

years ago at Stanford University - ironically having never 

graduated from college himself. The words of wisdom that 

this agent of change gave to a crowd full of thousands of 

wide-eyed and excited college grads anxious to face the 

world: "Don't settle. As with all matters of the heart, you'll 

know when you find it. And, like any great relationship, it 

just gets better and better as the years roll on. So keep 

looking until you find it. Don't settle... Stay hungry. Stay 

foolish.” Essentially, Jobs was suggesting that even if we 

live in a world in which we are ultimately but dust and 

ashes, we must always treat ourselves, and each day in this 

world as if it was created for our sake. We are change 
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agents. We have an opportunity to determine what our 

future will look like. 

 Wednesday evening, there was another loss in this 

world, another individual who had a much greater impact in 

this world. An individual that few knew had died, that few 

even knew at all. An individual that did not invent anything, 

an individual that was not a billionaire. Wednesday evening, 

Reverend Fred Shuttleworth died. He did not create the 

phones in our pockets or the computers we type on. He 

impacted the society that we live in. During the US Civil 

Rights Movement, Reverend Shuttleworth was bombed, 

beaten, and even stabbed, fighting for the equality that 

each of God’s creations deserves. He too was a change 

agent. He took a stand. He was a voice for those who were 

silent, fought for those who felt powerless. Both Steve Jobs 

and Reverend Shuttleworth were change agents, both 

impacting our worlds in vastly different ways. Both though 
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refused to be content, refused to settle. Both dreamed of a 

better world and both made this world better. 

 We do not live in the same world that our parents or 

our grandparents grew up in. For each generation 

experiences this world differently. Each generation leaves 

our own imprint in shaping society and shaping community. 

Surely, the world that our children and grandchildren grow 

up in will be much different than that which we 

experienced.

 During our evening routine together, I look into my 

daughter’s eyes, often wondering what she is thinking. 

What is life like for a baby - innocent in the way she views 

this world, has yet to be harmed, has yet to be 

disappointed, has yet to fail. Life is full of possibilities. Life 

is full of opportunity. But we have failed. We have made 

mistakes. And we will continue to do so. 

So this holiest of days reminds us that despite all of 

the mistakes of the past, we still strive for a better world - 
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for a better life. We make changes in our community, and 

changes in society, so that this world that was created for 

us is a better place because we were a part of it. So we 

cannot apologize in advance for the mistakes that we will 

make. Instead we thank God for allowing us to make these 

mistakes - for trying, for living life to the fullest, and for 

being a change agent. Now it is up to us to make those 

changes. To make this world better. To make our lives 

better. 

Gmar Chatima Tova.
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